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WARE IT IS
Dr. Todd Ware
Senior Pastor

 If you were looking for 
our home on Hill Street when 
I was a teenager, it was easy to 
find - ours was the only house 
sitting on two lots.  It’s not that 
our three-bedroom ranch was a 
big house.  Rather, dad needed 

the extra space for the family garden.  Being a meat and 
potatoes guy growing up, I had little use for tomatoes, bell 
peppers or butter beans (a.k.a. “dirt beans”) - though I 
was expected to shell my share.  My mainstay was green 
beans, fried okra, and cucumbers.  My folks spent a lot of 
time in the garden, and then moved the work inside where 
the sweet pickles and stewed tomatoes found their way 
into mason jars.  I dreaded few things more than getting 
to the end of our driveway after school and getting a whiff 
of simmering collard greens as the smell escaped through 
the open windows and screened doors.  I was convinced 
that I had it tougher than most!
 As you can guess, we ate well at 503 Hill Street.  
Most meals had a connection to that quarter acre plot of 
land behind the house.  Of course, like most kids I tended 
to take what I had for granted.  We seldom frequented 
restaurants, and there was always plenty of extra food for 
my friends.  I never needed to ask before offering others a 
seat at the table.  There was always an open invitation.
 Looking back, I am deeply grateful for the 
incredible bounty that defined our home.  My sense of 
being blessed with plenty to eat must have begun to dawn 
on me when I was a teenager.  I have images of my pastor, 
Rev. Albert Huyck, holding up a plastic rice bowl in church 
and asking everyone to give to help feed the hungry.  The 
idea of someone going hungry was hard for me to get my 
mind around, so even if it was only small gift - I made the 
effort to give something.
 Fast forward to today.  While there’s no garden 

in our backyard, there’s still plenty of food in the 
pantry and more than I need to eat within arm’s reach.  
Unfortunately, the reality of many in the world needing 
food to eat also remains unchanged.  Thankfully, we can 
do something about it - both around the world, and right 
here in Monroe.  Like Rev. Huyck, allow me to encourage 
you to give something.  Maybe you can only give a little, or 
maybe you can give a lot - together, however, we can make 
a difference as we make room for another person at the 
kitchen table.
 Serving Jesus Together,
 

Pastor Todd



OFFERING ENVELOPESOFFERING ENVELOPES
If you would like Offering Envelopes 
for 2018 please call or email the 
church office.

GIVE US OUR DEBTS...
Dr. Greg DeLoach
Teaching Pastor

In a church I once served 
as pastor there is a Sunday 
School Class called “Jesus’ 
Special Followers.” This class 
of adults share at least two 
things in common: they love 

Jesus and they have some level of developmental 
disabilities or cognitive impairment. Week after week 
there is a loving team of volunteers who work with 
these students and their caregivers to provide safe 
and sacred space to feel loved, valued, and affirmed. 
This particular Sunday I was asked to gather with 
them in the chapel to participate in a worship service 
where we sang “This Little Light of Mine” and “Jesus 
Loves Me” and a few other praise choruses. They 
formed a choir and sang raucously and joyfully before 
quieting down for my brief meditation leading into 
communion. Just before sharing in the bread and 
cup of Christ, one of the class members ambled to the 
near center of the chapel to sing “The Lord’s Prayer.” 
He sang the tune near perfectly as well as each word. 
Well, almost every word.

When it came to the line, “Forgive us our debts…” 
he sang instead, “Give us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors.” This sounds similar, but it is of course 
a completely different meaning. Who wants to be 
given debts? I have enough, thank you very much, so 
I certainly do not want to go around asking for more. 
I have no doubt you probably feel much the same.

Here was a gentleman who, one could argue, has been 
given his fair share of debts, physically and mentally. 
To my observation, he has far more debts than I do. 
Yet here he was singing “Give us our debts.” I am sure 
it was just a faux paux, a slip of the tongue, but still it 
set me to pondering. 

Some of us have much and ask for more, some have 
less and yet from their comparative poverty give 
away even more. After his song I was aware that I 
was indebted to him and all of the others who sang 
and gave and loved so liberally that Sunday morning 
in chapel. I was indebted and yet, as the prayer goes, 
he forgave even those debts. 

Forgiveness really does set you free. If you are the 
one forgiven you are set free from the debt and the 
bondage created. If you are the one forgiving, you too 
are set free in that another’s sin or debt no longer has 
you defined or bound. 

Maybe when we sing “Give us our debts” it is about 
being willing to take on the burdens of another; to 
lighten the load that someone else might be set free. 
Jesus said this much when he taught: “…if anyone 
forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile. 
Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse 
anyone who wants to borrow from you.” (Matthew 
5:41-42)

Whatever conclusion you or I might draw from this 
wayward line sung on that particular Sunday, I know 
this much: I walked out of the chapel with a lighter 
load than when I entered, all because of a man who 
cannot walk that well, talk that well and maybe not 
even think that well, took on part of my debts. How 
can I not do the same thing for another?  

 Thank you good folks for the many ways you help 
lighten my load. Thanks be to God!

OCTOBER IS 
WORLD HUNGER MONTH

Your Donations Support

CHURCH GOAL: $5,000
Collected to Date: $500

Begins October 23 at First Christian Church.  
We need volunteers on Mondays 

from 11:00am-2:00pm.

&



PRAYER LIST
Aaron Andrews - Surgery 1o/12, Emory St. Joseph
Chuck Bradley (son of Carol/Larry) - Home, Larry & Carol’s
Peggy Burton - Home following knee surgery 9/28
Chris Carpenter (Marvin Reddish’s friend) - cancer
Ellie Chambers - Seeing cardiologist
Marion Chapman (Rene Thompson’s mother) - Emory
Natalie Denton - (Billie & Bennie Denton’s great 
granddaughter) - Indianapolis
Marge Ellison - The Oaks, Athens
Randy Fox (Mary Fox’s brother-in-law) - Cancer, KY 
Debby Grayson (Lynn Goins’s cousin) - Health issues
Lorelai Arminda Hasty  (infant granddaughter of Danny & 
Brenda Miller) – Home 
Jim Head - Home, cancer
Ellen Hester - Surgery 10/12 @ Emory Midtown
Janet Hymer (niece of Mary Fox) - Cancer, KY
Derrick James (Cathy Inabinet’s son-in-law) - Home in NC, 
lymphoma, stem cell transplant at Duke
Kathy Kamienski - Dental work, doing well
Dell Kellum (Maxine Edwards’ niece) - Surgery 10/12, St. 
Mary’s
Karen Knight (Larry Richardson’s niece) - 2nd leg amputee, 
healing
Dillon Lewis (Ginny Gregg’s nephew) - Southern Crescent 
TBI
Harper Millians (3 month old daughter of Ryan and Sydney)   
-  Home 
Marissa Napoli (Marvin Reddish’s cousin) - Cancer
Chuck Pratt (Amy Prine’s Father) - Home
Mike Reddish (Marvin Reddish’s nephew) - Home Texas, 
serious infection 
Bob Richards - Home, radiation
Francis Roberts (Cathy Gleaton’s father) - Home
Jeanette Stone - Home
Carol Story - Winship Cancer Institute
James Thompson (father of Buzz) - Piedmont
Dwayne Wommack (brother-in-law of Kelly Bryan) - Cancer
Gene Wood (Judy Richardson’s brother) - Home
Leslie Wright - Outpatient surgery 10/9
Matthew Young (Shannon Dominy’s brother) - Home, 
cancer

BIRTHDAYS - OCTOBER 15-21
Anita Doster
Lori Helman
William Ferguson
Barbara Pryor
Gordon Davidson
Matt Harvey
Peggy Powell
Susanne Young
Kim Malcom
Susie Phelps
Mahlon Smith, IV
Hamilton Shinn
Elaine Reese
Martha Odum
Colwin Hill
Shirley Thomas
Russ Dillard
Jack Smith, Jr.
Jimmy Richardson
Jayson Melton
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SHUT-IN OF THE WEEK
Edith Smith
GREAT OAKS OF MONROE
Room 124
920 Highway 138
Monroe, GA  30655

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Doug & Shari Lax
4530 Hidden Meadows Lane 
Monroe, GA 30656

MENU FOR OCTOBER 18, 2017
Salad Bar, BBQ Chicken, Scalloped Potatoes, Broccoli
Rolls, Dessert, Kids: Same
Helpers: Audrey Kimmelman, Reba Plaster, Helen Mullins

Gabriel Gary
Dave Newman
Sharon McLaughlin
Barry Chupp
Landon Barrett

WAYFARERS’ APPLE TRIP
Senior adults call the church office to reserve your spot on 
the bus for our annual Apple trip.  We will leave the church 
Monday, October 16th at 9:30 a.m.  We will travel to the 
Mercier Orchards apple farm where we will have lunch (Dutch 
treat) and shop for apple’s and other goodies.  We will return 
to Monroe late afternoon.  First come first served. The bus ride 
is free!

GRITS STITCHERS
Stitchers is a group of ladies who meet once a month to fellowship, 
crochet, knit, stitch with plenty of laughter. If you have a gift of 
craft or the gift of “gab” we WANT & WELCOME you!!! We meet 
the first Monday Night of each month, 4:45-7:00 at the O’Kelly 
House. If you have any questions, call Or email Sue Kamienski, 
@ cskamienski@gmail.com or 404 797-9542.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to Tracey Bailey and family on the 
passing of her father, Dale Bell, on October 5, 2017.
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LAST WEEK
October 8, 2017

NEXT WEEK October 15, 2017 
GREETING TEAM
8:30am

Josephine Reynolds
Jeff Satterwhite
Chuck Leathery & Ellen Hester

11:00am
Tom & Cynthia Walker
Judy & Bobby Burrow

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS
8:30am
Team Leader: Donna Colquitt  
Babies: 

Cathy Gleaton
Cynthia Walker

3-5 year olds:
Julie Barker 
Wanda Satterwhite

11:00am
Babies:

Tricia Brown 
Volunteer Needed

3-5 year olds:
Janalyn Waldroup
Cassaundra Mercer

WEEKLY FINANCIALS 
Weekly Budget Required
Weekly Budget Receipts
 Sunday Offerings
 Online Giving
 Stock Gifts
Budget Required to Date
Budget Received to Date
Designated Gifts
Give to Go
Disaster Relief

$30,141.00

$ 16,891.80 
$4,556.50

$0
$1,235,781.00
$1,152,828.26

$1,330.00
$79,421.00
$19,990.00

SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Adults
Students
Children
Preschool
Total
Attendance Goal

237
56
27
32

352 
450

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15
8:30am  Worship in Sanctuary
9:30am  Sunday School
11:00am  Worship in Sanctuary
11:11am  Worship in Fellowship Hall

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17
10:30am Intercessory Prayer Group

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18
5:00pm  Family Meal
5:30pm  Children Bible Drill
6:00pm  Preschool
6:00pm  Zip tracks for Kids
6:15pm  Adult Bible Studies
6:30pm  Student Mid-Week
7:15pm  Sanctuary Choir Practice

DEACONS OF THE WEEK - OCTOBER 12-18
Jim Bolton
Ron Smith

DR. TODD WARE Senior Pastor
DR. GREG DELOACH Teaching Pastor
ALEX BOSKOFF 8:30 Worship Leader
GLORIA BRISCOE Associate Student Minister
LYNN BROWN Ministry Assistant
CHRIS BRYAN 11:11 Worship Leader
DARLENE CHRISTIE Director of Preschool Ministries
REV. GORDON DAVIDSON Associate Pastor
BROOKE GOUGE Family Ministry Assistant
CARROL HOLMAN Financial Secretary
REV. ROYCE MCNEAL Minister to Senior Adults
REV. CURTIS MURDOCK 11:00 Worship Leader
SHANNON RADOSEVICH Minister to Children
ELIZABETH YOUNG Ministry Assistant

OFFICE HOURS 
8:30am-5:00pm Monday-Thursday
8:30am-1:00pm Friday
Office 770-267-5904 Fax 770-207-7383


