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| am so looking for-
ward to Sunday morning. After
a few days away with the good
people of First Baptist Thom-
son, it will be good to be back
home and with the people |
love so much. It will be made all the more joyful by our
beginning the emphasis "Committed to the
Core.”

In Sunday's worship, we will be talking about
the value of commitment. And we will be blessed to
have with us a walking example of it in Casey Nickels
of the Georgia Bulldogs - fresh in from what we hope is
a victory over the Arizona State Sun Devils. (Anytime
you get to beat the devil, it is a good day.) Casey will
tell us his remarkable story of his commitment to Geor-
gia football and to Christ and will no doubt be an inspi-
ration to us all.

| just read an article on Casey in the Augusta
Chronicle entitled "A Family with Fight." We'll put the
link on our website or you can google it up. You'll be
inspired and impressed to know the quality of the
young man who will be telling his story Sunday. | can-
not wait.

So what is this "core" thing we keep talking
about? Show your commitment by having you and
your family there Sunday and you'll find out. What we
commit ourselves to and how deeply we are committed
really does determine the significance of our life. | look
forward to talking about what God's word says about
that and hearing firsthand the story of one of life's great
examples. I'll see you there along with about 700
of our closest friends.

Blessings,
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Last week | delivered 44 small gift
bags to the Senior Citizen Center
from our preschoolers. | also took
25 decorated brown grocery bags to FISH for people
to use. All of these had scripture on them; our pre- |
schoolers are telling people about Jesus! '

“Committed to the Core” is
coming and the preschoolers have
special events planned for these five
Sundays. Parents, you will be get-
ting a mailout this week listing all the 4
fun. The first Sunday is September
27 and we are having a “Team Up % / -
with Jesus” day. All preschoolers
are invited to come to church in your favorite team
color, favorite sports jersey, uniform, etc. Don’t miss
out on all the fun and learning about Jesus.

Preschool Sunday School still needs some
teachers. Each class has a lead teacher who is here
every Sunday. We have many people who job share
positions. They work out between themselves which
Sundays to cover. We have four of these positions
that need to be filled. If you love your Sunday School
class, but would like to work with preschoolers, this is
a good way to do both. Travel to see family and
friends, but would be willing to help when here? We
have a spot for you. Let me hear from you.

Thank you to all the volunteers who make pre-

school ministry possible!

22"&-33& 2*2#
&' 4

5

#6 #$
4 22"&-32&32 3#
&' 7 #

. "9 H#HHT
3+ H#H# L #
&' ; % #7
#

Visit FBC On Line now at www.fbcmonroe.com
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| Don’t Believe That!

Skeptic | am! So when |
heard the following, | immediately assumed it to be
inaccurate. Here’s the word on the street. If 100
people join our church this Sunday and do not get
involved in a small group ministry, only 25 to 30 of
them will be active in a year. If the same 100 join and
then immerse themselves in a small group, 85 of
them will still be active in a year.

When we look a little closer, here’s what we
know about what keeps someone connected. In the
first three months, people need to be convinced that
they didn't make a mistake in joining a church. They
have to deal with the “buyer’s regret” of choosing a
church home. Between six and eight months new
members ask the question, “Do | fit in here?” Having
a best friend in the church and sharing common inter-
ests with others is critical. Around months 11 to 13,
the central question is whether or not a person has
something to offer. Are their opinions valued and are
their gifts and talents needed?

No church wants only 25% of their member-
ship to be active; but without an intentional effort to
keep them connected, that’'s exactly what happens.
Our intentional effort is our Sunday School. Through
it we can help people belong, grow in their faith, and
find ways to serve. Healthy classes make a healthy
church. If you're not already, | challenge you to call
me so | can help you be part of one.

‘[

If you would like to be added to our weekly newsletter
e-malil list, please contact the church office at 770-267-
5904 or e-mail Lynn@fbcmonroe.com.
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Visit FBC On Line now at www.fbcmonroe.com
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