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Welcome back all from
the holiday and mission trip ram-
bling. | trust all are doing well and
enjoying what is left of the summer (|
months. | am thankful for those
who were in town and worshiped
with us Sunday. Though our num-
bers were a bit low, our spirits
were high and God seemed to move among us in a wonderful
way.

It is hard to believe that we are just a little over two
weeks away from Britt and Thad'’s wedding. We are knocking
out the last details and looking forward to the big event. The
wedding takes place on the evening of Saturday, July 25" in
Brittany’s home church of First Baptist Sumter, South Carolina.
I will have the pleasure of officiating the service. We are grate-
ful to have a strong Monroe presence in the form of musicians,
decorators, cooks and friends. We could not be more
pleased.

As the pastor of a good-sized congregation, the no-
tion of invitations to the event is a bit complicated. In short, we
want to say that we would be delighted to welcome any of our
friends who would like to be there. We say that with the full
understanding that Sumter is a long way from Monroe, and
therefore, we do not presume that great numbers of folks
would make the travail. We also say that with a great appre-
ciation for the absolutely incredible way you have already
blessed and affirmed Thad, Brittany and our family, and for
those who have already expressed their intention of being
there.

If you would like to be present with us that night,
come on down. The church is large and beautiful, and barring
a Michael Jackson style frenzy, | believe the reception hall can
handle the number of folks we realistically think may attend.
(I've got to admit, my appreciation of this part of the planning,
predicting and paying has reached new heights for this first-
time father of the groom.) Let us know if you think you may be
coming, and if you need it we can give you some ideas on
hotels and the like.

Because so many of you have asked, let me also
share a celebratory note with you. Thad accepted a job with
Edward Jones in Summerville, SC, and will begin work with
them in mid-August. Thanks for your prayers for him as he
makes yet another significant life transition.

Have a great week and | look forward to seeing you
Sunday. We'll take a look at a little-known prophet named
Amos and the truth about measuring up.

See you then,

Please continue to pray for the FBC Mis-
sion Team while they are away in Virginia.
The group is scheduled to return to Monroe
on Saturday, July 11.
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July 4th has passed and we
are well on our way to "back to
school". CAN YOU BELIEVE IT? It
is hard to believe. Lee Myers, via e-

mail, reminded me of something else which | would like to
share with you. Many children in Walton County will be
starting back to school without necessary school supplies.
With this in mind, the Missions Committee has selected
this as a missions project for our church. LET'S WORK
FAST AND SEE HOW MANY SCHOOL SUPPLIES WE
CAN GET TO THE CHURCH BY JULY 19th. These will be
taken to FISH for distribution.

Have you not read that "laughter is good for soul"? v $-
Well, take a minute, fix a cup of coffee, sit down and relax *2 12 #
as you enjoy the following Bloopers found in church bulle- *+  $11 &3,*
tins. / &+ ,

* The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors *+  $- 4 1,* #1 05
to make calls on people who are not afflicted with any Ho**6 S -
church.

* The Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday
morning at 10. All ladies are invited to lunch in the Fellow-
ship Hall after the B.S. is done.

* Evening massage - 6 p.m.

* The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the

*

sr789,%- I

congregation would lend him their electric girdles for the | g 8 % $
pancake breakfast next Sunday morning. & $"

* Ushers will eat latecomers.

* For those of you who have children and don't Reminder: You may refer to the Wednesday and Sunday
know it, we have nursery downstairs. prayer sheets for ongoing prayer needs.

* Due to the Rector's illness, Wednesday's healing
services will be discontinued until further notice.

* Next Sunday Mrs. Vinson will be soloist for the
morning service. The pastor will then speak on "It's a Ter-
rible Experience."

* Remember in prayer the; many who are sick of
our church and community. “Train a child in the way he should go, and

* Today's Sermon: HOW MUCH CAN A MAN when he is old he will not turn from it.”
DRINK? With hymns from a full choir. Proverbs 22:6

* Potluck Supper: Prayer and medication to follow.

* Don't let worry kill you off - let the church help.

* The 2003 Spring Council Retreat will be hell on
May 10th and 11th.

* 8 new choir robes are currently needed due to

. . Pencils Pocket-sized Staplers Glue
the addition of several new members and to the deteriora- Writing pens Construction Paper Back Packs
tion of some older ones. Colored Pens Crayons Rulers

* The pastor will preach his farewell message, after Highlighters Notebooks Other School
which the choir will sing, "Break Forth Into Joy." Erasers Notebook Paper Supplies

I hope you enjoyed these as much as | did and that Blunt scissors Spiral Notebooks

your day will be filled with joy and laughter.

]
Visit FBC On Line now at www.fbcmonroe.com
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DVDs of the FBC Talent Show
are now available in the church
office for $5 or a donation to the
Virginia Mission Trip.

If you would like to place flowers in
the sanctuary during the month of
July, please contact Sarah Jones
at 678-776-6452.

July monthly literature
is now available in the
church library. Each
copy is $1.00. Please
stop in and pick up your
copies today!

So because of Christ, | am pleased in
weakness, in insults, in catastrophes,
in persecutions, and in pressures. For
when | am weak, then | am strong.
2 Corinthians 12:10

Ever had a week that so bad you wished you could
just have a do over? You screwed up at work, made
someone mad, overspent money, got food poisoning, got a
sinus infection, got bitten by a feral cat (the last three were
what happened to Hope during our vacation—she didn't
enjoy it). We have now made a pact to never speak of that
week again. Life, however, is a tapestry of good days and
difficult days, with good days predominating. During the
good days, we are tempted to take our blessings for
granted (a temptation that we must resist with all our
might). But, during life's difficult days, we discover pre-
cisely what we're made of. And more importantly, we dis-
cover what our faith is made of.

Has your faith been put to the test yet? If so, then
you know that with God's help, you can endure life's darker
days. But if you have not yet faced the inevitable trials and
tragedies of daily life, don't worry: you will. And when your
faith is put to the test, rest assured that God is perfectly
willing, and always ready to give you strength for the strug-
gle.

Don't forget July 17th at 4:00 p.m. We will
meet at 6:00 p.m., this Sunday, July 12, and
6:00 p.m., Wednesday, July 15, to finalize our
plans.

I —

Summer League
shirts are in.
Cost: $5 each

| _ _

Also we are still looking for small group leaders
for the fall. If you are interested in getting some informa-
tion about this ministry, | would love to talk to you about it
and see if it would be a good fit.

Visit FBC On Line now at www.fbcmonroe.com
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